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CONCERNING THE REVITALIZATION OF THE CORBETT CENTER STUDENT UNION TO INCORPORATE EXTENDED HOURS AS WELL AS ADDITIONAL STUDENT SERVICES AND ACTIVITIES.

WHEREAS, the students of New Mexico State University are the most valuable resource of the institution and any improvements made to the quality of life for these students while they attend classes, interact,  socialize, and/or live on campus will aid in their retention, recruitment and future interest in being active university alumni; and 

WHEREAS, the Corbett Center Student Union of New Mexico State University is a facility that should be considered a premier location to meet friends, work with study groups, socialize, eat, study and hang out for NMSU students; and 

WHEREAS, in order to be considered such a location, services, activities and hours of operation must be competitive with local Las Cruces establishments and must meet the lifestyles of a wide range of university students; and 

WHEREAS, students had, up until recently, been limited in regards to food options after 8 pm, and whereas computing access in the student union are limited to the hours of 7 am to 11 pm; and 

WHEREAS, the Corbett Center Student Union has ample space and great potential for multiple and varied student uses; and 

WHEREAS, NMSU students spend out of class hours during the day, as well as evening and late night hours studying, writing papers, meeting with class groups, preparing projects, presentations and reports; and 

WHEREAS, NMSU students spend much of their out of class time and evening time in student club and organization meetings, and computing; and

WHEREAS, NMSU students also spend evening and late night hours socializing, eating, dancing, and relaxing; and 

WHEREAS, the Corbett Center Student Union needs to provide a variety of settings, service options, and activities to meet the demands of the diverse students of the NMSU in order to attract student use at a successful level; and 

WHEREAS, a revitalization of Corbett Center would create a stronger student community for both on and off campus students; and 

WHEREAS, currently no relaxed group work areas for computing exist on campus; and 

WHEREAS, Corbett Center Student Union Lounge areas are all currently wireless accessible, however not all students have laptops to make use of this service; and 

WHEREAS, there are many ideal locations for permanent computing areas in the Corbett Center Student Union such as Northwest of the ASNMSU office between the payphones and the elevator shaft, and North of the Information desk between Campus Activities and the North entrance stairs; and 

WHEREAS, these areas would provide space for many students to work on one computer, as well as types of space ideal for one group member to use  a computer while other group members focus on other tasks; and 

WHEREAS, the Corbett Center first floor is popular place for students during daytime and especially lunchtime hours; and 

WHEREAS, the addition of several computer stations in some of the less used areas such as the bar counters on either side of the Crossroads area would allow students to check email during peak hours, or work during off-peak hours; and

WHEREAS, the ASNMSU Conroy Computer Cluster in the East wing of Corbett Center is a popular and convenient computing lab with, as per new additions, nearly 60 computers for student use; and 

WHEREAS, because of convenient parking, the nature of the purpose of the Corbett Center Student Union, and the centralized location, the Conroy Computer Cluster would be an ideal location to extend service hours and provide 24-hour computing, 7 days a week for the students of NMSU; and

WHEREAS, currently there is no 24 hour lab access every night of the week on the NMSU campus, as Sunday nights lack late-night access to computing; and 

WHEREAS, the game room area adjacent to the Conroy Computer Cluster has more pool tables than any other pool hall in Las Cruces; and 

WHEREAS, the lack of food availability and late hours makes the game room less of an attractive and a greatly under-used service than it would be if food service were provided and later hours of operation were available; and 

WHEREAS, a cyber café with late-night food, desert and coffee options until 1:30 or 2:00 am and wireless accessible laptop computer checkouts would create a venue never before offered on the campus of NMSU and would allow congregation for groups and individuals for socialization or studying during hours that previously had little to offer in the Student Union; and 

WHEREAS, pricing for the food service offerings should be made competitive to ensure student affordability and use of the facility; and 

WHEREAS, after food service ended, vending machines for coffee, snacks and other drinks such as juices and sodas could be easily offered; and 

WHEREAS, ICT, Information and Communication Technologies has allowed food and drink into the NMSU Computing facilities for many years now and would continue do so; and 

WHEREAS, an appropriate name for the combined facility of the CyberCafé, game room and Conroy Computer Cluster would be “Pete’s Place” to increase awareness of, and identification with, the university’s mascot; and

WHEREAS, access from the Residence hall side of Corbett Center could be used as the main entrance to the facility and after food service hours, these East side doors could be maintained with swipe card access only accessible to NMSU students; and 

WHEREAS, the East side entrance to “Pete’s Place” could be converted into a very attractive patio area with additional seating, landscaping, misting lines and signage to designate “Pete’s Place”; and 

WHEREAS, the incorporation of certain businesses into the Corbett Center that are not found on campus otherwise would be convenient to the students and would aid in the centralization and use of the building; and 

WHEREAS, businesses with the highest interest from students through such an incorporation into the student union have been identified in previous years to be a barber shop and video rental; and 

WHEREAS, there is an ideal location for such businesses in the meeting room, Room 248, adjacent to the proposed “Pete’s Place” and such businesses should be invited to start shop; and 

WHEREAS, another area of Corbett Center which would be a great asset for improvement of and enactment of the Corbett Revitalization Plan is the first floor, “Student Club” facility; and 

WHEREAS, the Corbett Center “Student Club” is state of the art with audio/video components, projection capabilities, commercial club-style lighting, and is in a prime location for performances (bands, acoustic, vocal, comedian, open-mic nights, Karaoke, etc), as well as  dances;  and

WHEREAS, the “student club” has great potential for successful implementation of the student activities and food service that it was designed for years ago by the student leaders of NMSU; and

WHEREAS, the “student club’s” neighboring outdoor patio, and adjacent food services area accessibility only add to the ease with which activities and food could be incorporated into the facility; and 

WHEREAS, the NMSU Union Program Council has been successful in bringing activities to the student club, however their members are not responsible for organizing activities every night; and 

WHEREAS, the “student club” activities would be synergistically more successful and easily marketable to the greater student body with the availability of food and with regular hours of operation; and 

WHEREAS,  ARAMARK has opened a bridge service “Aggie Sports Grill” food service in the “student club” area this fall 2003 semester with appetizer and similar type food options, as well as complimentary popcorn; and 

WHEREAS, the prices of the food and drinks offered at the “student club” should be affordable and competitive with other local establishments; and 

WHEREAS, the “student club” should be given a name, chosen by the students of New Mexico State University, through a voting or polling mechanism- to truly make it the student club; and

WHEREAS, the newly named “student club” should be made a testament to the students, current and past by being filled with NMSU Aggie memorabilia and paraphernalia, and “Covered in Crimson” from jerseys to old photographs to banners to posters and any other appropriate items; and 

WHEREAS, the continued programming by UPC, other student groups, Housing and Residential Life, and ARAMARK in the club should be welcomed, encouraged and incorporated with the new food service offerings to provide something every night; and

WHEREAS, new programming to meet the needs of the student body should be encouraged to be sponsored in the “student club” and other areas of the building; and

WHEREAS, the pursuit by New Mexico State University of a Governmental alcohol license and of food service provider, ARAMARK, of a provider license to sell beer and wine in the Corbett Center Student Union using the “student club” as the regular point of sale would allow drinks with alcohol to be sold along with food items in the “student club”; and 

WHEREAS, the license could be used to create an atmosphere of restaurant-style dining, an all-ages venue with food, drink and regularly held student activities making the student club a very attractive place for students to congregate; and

WHEREAS, a system of carding and student accountability would be implemented through banding of those confirmed to be of age who had ordered an alcoholic beverage; and 

WHEREAS, the ARAMARK employees vested with the responsibility of taking orders for alcoholic beverages and serving would be certified to be restaurant alcohol servers; and 

WHEREAS, currently events, conference dinners, receptions or banquets that take place in the Corbett Center Student Union which have served alcoholic beverages must apply for a Special Permit License; and 

WHEREAS, out of the 27 applications to the NMSU Alcohol Policy Board, 9 (nine) were for events to be held in the Corbett Center Student Union and each of these applications when approved must be submitted for individual approval to the State Alcohol and Gaming Division; and 

WHEREAS, events desiring the ability to serve in the Corbett Center include among them Mesilla Valley Habitat for Humanity Fundraising Dinners and similar such community affairs; and 

WHEREAS, if Corbett Center were to obtain a Governmental Alcohol license, these events would not have to submit individual applications to the state and approval would be more efficient and less costly; and 

WHEREAS, the “student club” would still be available to reserve for closed-party events to create time for student groups to hold banquets, for HRTM (Hotel, Restaurant, Tourism Management) students to hold dinners; and   

WHEREAS, there are many available areas on the second and first floors; and 

WHEREAS, the accessibility and promotions of services offered through ASNMSU such as the “Aggie Safe Walk” and “Nite Ride” would be greater through the combinations of all components of the “Corbett Center Revitalization Plan”; and

WHEREAS, through the Corbett Center Revitalization Plan areas, student life as a whole would improve, the CCSU would be viewed as living up to its title as a facility- with its energies focused on the unity of the student body, and the increased student energy would aid in retention and recruitment of students to the campus, one of the University’s primary goals; and 

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED by the Senate of the Associated Students of New Mexico State University that a Corbett Center Revitalization plan be supported, adopted and implemented in order that a greater atmosphere of community and activity are created in the NMSU Corbett Center Student Union, that relaxed group-work computing areas be established on the second floor of Corbett Center in low traffic areas as well as in the eating areas of the first floor, that a 24-hr Conroy Computer Cluster, cyber-café with late night food options, and after-hours vending and game room be established and called “Pete’s Place”, that the new food service location in what is now known as the “student club” be re-named by the students of New Mexico State University, that the applications for a Governmental Liquor license be submitted for this student restaurant and club, , that businesses such as a barber shop and video rental be approached to open in the conference room 248 adjacent to the proposed “Pete’s Place”, and that continued initiatives are taken in the future to ensure student use is maintained as the central purpose for the Corbett Center Student Union: creating a sense and meaning to the idea of New Mexico State University Aggie Students’ Unity.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that copies be sent to New Mexico Governor Richardson, the New Mexico State University Board of Regents, Interim NMSU President William Flores, Vice President for Student Services Dr. De Necochea, Vice President for Business and Finance Jim McDonough, Vice President for Facilities and Services Ben Woods,  Facilities and Services Project Manager Richard Kaselow,  Assistant Vice President for Business and Finance, Jennifer Taylor, ARAMARK food services Director Xavier Flores, ASNMSU President Erin McSherry, ASNMSU Advisor Chris Ray, Corbett Center Director Scott Moore, UPC advisor Bruce Vandevender, Interim Director of Campus Activities David Hotz, and Housing Director Jennifer Hiatt.
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concerning Western interstate commission for higher education (WICHE).

WHEREAS, The Western Interstate Commission For Higher Education (WICHE) is a regional organization created by the Western Regional Education Compact adopted in the 1950’s by the fifteen (15) western states and created by formal legislative action of the states and the United States Congress; and

WHEREAS, WICHE was created to facilitate resource sharing among the higher education systems of the west. There are three (3) Veterinary Schools that currently participate in the WICHE Program.  These schools are Washington State University, Colorado State University and Oregon State University.  These schools set aside a specific number of positions within the Veterinary School for New Mexico WICHE sponsored students; and 

WHEREAS, Since there are not any Veterinary Schools in New Mexico, students who wish to pursue a career in this area rely on the WICHE program to sponsor them financially when they gain admittance into this program; and

WHEREAS, Through the WICHE agreement, students from New Mexico can attend Veterinary Institutions within the WICHE states and pay reduced tuition rates.  The state of New Mexico pays the additional portion of the tuition.  These students are known as WICHE sponsored students; and  

WHEREAS, In exchange for being sponsored through WICHE, the students agree to return to New Mexico and work in the state for four (4) years; and

WHEREAS, The number of positions available within the Veterinary School depend on the number of WICHE sponsored positions available.  Therefore, students heavily depend on the WICHE program to gain admittance into Veterinary School; and 

WHERAS, Currently, there are only eight (8) WICHE sponsored positions available for all State of New Mexico Veterinary Students.  This often means that highly qualified students who have worked diligently throughout their undergraduate careers are unable to attend Veterinary School due to a lack of funding; and  

WHEREAS, In previous years, there were nearly twice as many WICHE positions available for New Mexico Veterinary Students, but due to a decrease in funding, the number of sponsored positions is only eight (8).   These positions are shared amongst all three Veterinary Schools; and    

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED by the Senate of the Associated Students of New Mexico State University that the Veterinary and Pre-Veterinary students of NMSU would like to express their sincere appreciation to the New Mexico State Legislature and the WICHE Commission for the eight (8) Veterinary WICHE sponsored positions that we currently have within the State of New Mexico.  

THEREFORE BE IT FURTHERMORE RESOLVED by the Senate of the Associated Students of New Mexico State University that if possible, the State of New Mexico, funds eight or more positions for the Veterinary WICHE students of New Mexico.  We ask that you help us to allow those hard working students to further their education and succeed in their academic goals.  The tax payers, and their children in the State of New Mexico deserve the opportunity to obtain a quality education and a productive career.  New Mexico also deserves quality veterinarians.  It is necessary to educate the students of the state of New Mexico in these career fields by supporting the Western Interstate Commission For Higher Education.     

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that copies be sent to Governor Bill Richardson; New Mexico State Legislature; Ms. Dede Feldman, New Mexico State Senator; Mr. Everett Frost, President Emeritus and Professor-Emeritus, Anthropology Department, Eastern New Mexico University; Ms. Patricia Anaya Sullivan, Assistant Director, WERC; The Board of Regents; President of New Mexico State University; Erin McSherry, President of Associated Students of New Mexico State University; Dr. Jerry Schikedanz, Dean of the College of Agriculture & Home Economics; and Dr. Mark Wise, Department Head, Animal & Range Sciences.
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CONCERNING THE CREATION OF AN HONORS COLLEGE AT NEW MEXICO STATE UNIVERSITY.

WHEREAS, the percentage of honors-eligible entering freshmen at New Mexico State University has declined precipitously in the past decade; and


WHEREAS, the presence of academically talented students raises the level of education for all students; and

WHEREAS, the creation of an honors college can be an effective means to attract top students from across the state and region; and

WHEREAS, the presence of an honors college would enhance the reputation and quality of education at NMSU; and

WHEREAS, an honors college will offer an enhanced General Education curriculum supplemented by departmental honors courses; and

WHEREAS, this enhanced curriculum will include a capstone project such as a thesis, creative arts, or service learning; and

WHEREAS, an honors college will also include an Office of National Scholarships and International Education that will mentor students and prepare them to compete for prestigious post-graduate scholarships such as the Rhodes and Truman Scholarships; and

WHEREAS, an honors college will have two physical locations: the Conroy Honors Center and the Honors Residence Hall; and

WHEREAS, an honors college at NMSU would be the state’s first and only honors college, and would thus give us a competitive advantage in the recruitment of outstanding students; and

WHEREAS, an honors college will attract unique private funding sources; and

WHEREAS, there are more than 100 honors colleges nationwide; and

WHEREAS, an honors college will follow a national and regional trend toward converting honors programs to honors colleges; and

WHEREAS, an honors college at NMSU will place the University at the forefront of this national trend.

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that the Senate of the Associated Students of New Mexico State University supports the enrichment of higher education and the creation of an Honors College and urges the University’s Administration and Board of Regents to approve its development.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that copies of this resolution be sent to: Laura Conniff, President of the Board of Regents; Regents Steven Anaya, Robert Gallagher, James Manatt, and Felicia Ybarra; President William Flores; Donna Alden, Chair of the Faculty Senate; Bill Eamon, director of NMSU Honors Program; and Erin McSherry, President of ASNMSU.
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CONCERNING THE CREATION OF A SEXUAL ASSAULT VICTIMS’ BILL OF RIGHTS AT NEW MEXICO STATE UNIVERSITY.

WHEREAS, the ASNMSU senate is unequivocally opposed to sexual assault, dedicated to stopping this form of violence and protecting the civil rights of NMSU students; and

WHEREAS, respect for the individual and human dignity is of paramount importance in creating a community free from violence, sexual assault and non-consensual sexual contacts; and


WHEREAS, one of the greatest problems encountered by professionals in the criminal justice field, and parents and students considering various institutions of higher education, is the lack of information about crime rates at colleges and universities; and

WHEREAS, under the privacy protection of academic records afforded by the Buckley Amendment to the Family Educational Rights and Privacy Act of 1974, schools have been able to suppress information about incidents of crime and victimization; and

WHEREAS, such information suppression has protected the reputations of institutions, but has  inhibited parents and students from making informed choices,  creating a false sense of security; and 

WHEREAS, the treatment of victims of sexual assault on college campuses is often overlooked and is of great concern; and

WHEREAS, sexual assault is considered a "covered-up" crime because, in an effort to protect the reputation of the institution and minimize the effect of incidents of rape, campus officials have often encouraged victims not to pursue criminal recourse for their victimization (National Center for Victims of Crime, 1992); and

 WHEREAS, students should not be persuaded to go through a more lenient campus justice system, or drop the issue altogether; and

WHEREAS, Congress has passed the Campus Sexual Assault Victims' Bill of Rights of 1992, 20 U.S.C. Â§ 1092(f)(7); and

WHEREAS, this law requires colleges to notify sexual assault victims of their rights, to provide services, and to have formal policies for dealing with sexual assault; and

WHEREAS, New Mexico has amended it Constitution to include rights for crime victims; and

WHEREAS, New Mexico State University should adopt similar policies and follow federal mandate concerning victims rights; and

WHEREAS, New Mexico State University has not published or made formal any policies and rules requiring that services be made available to victims and that students who are victims of crime be notified of their rights; and

WHEREAS, New Mexico State University’s sexual misconduct policy (BR 3/91) is not sufficient to comply with the Campus Sexual Assault Victims' Bill of Rights of 1992, 20 U.S.C. § 1092(f)(7); and

WHEREAS, New Mexico State University should adopt similar policies concerning sexual assault such as those at Ball State University, Abraham Baldwin Agriculture College, Fairleigh Dickinson University, University of Texas at El Paso, San Diego State University, Michigan State University, Rutgers and many others; and

WHEREAS, New Mexico State University should comply with Statute 20 USC § 1092(f)(7); and 

WHEREAS, New Mexico State University should comply with Implementing Regulations-34 CFR § 668.46 (b)(11), and 

WHEREAS, New Mexico State University must put the rights and safety of it’s students, faculty, and staff on the forefront and comply with the laws of the land; and 

WHEREAS, the Sexual Assault Victims’ Bill of Rights should be published in the student hand book and made available on the World Wide Web; 

WHEREAS, the following rights should be accorded to victims of sexual assault that occur  

on any NMSU campus; and

WHEREAS, these victims or alleged perpetrators may be students at NMSU, or involved in an off-campus sexual assault; and

WHEREAS, New Mexico State University should develop this Bill of Rights; and

WHEREAS,  it is the obligation New Mexico State University to examine resources dedicated to services required and to make appropriate requests to increase or reallocate resources where and when necessary to ensure its implementation; and

  

WHEREAS, New Mexico State University should make every reasonable effort to ensure that every student at its institutions receives a copy of this Sexual Assault Victims Bill of Rights; and

  

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED by the Senate of the Associated Students of New Mexico State  University that the New Mexico State University Sexual Assault Bill of Rights be adopted, supported and implemented by the University’s Administration and Board of Regents to approve its development, and should include but not be limited to the following: to be free from any suggestion that victims must report the crimes to be assured of any other right guaranteed under this policy, to have any allegations of sexual assault treated seriously, the right to be treated with dignity,  to be free from any suggestion that victims are responsible for the commission of crimes against them, to be free from any pressure from campus personnel to report crimes if the victim does not wish to do so, to report crimes as lesser offenses than the victim perceives the crime to be, to refrain from reporting crimes to avoid unwanted personal publicity, the right to resources on and off Campus, to be notified of existing campus and community based medical, counseling, mental health and student services for victims of sexual assault whether or not the crime is formally reported to campus or civil authorities, to have access to campus counseling under the same terms and conditions as apply to other students in their institution seeking such counseling, to be informed of and assisted in exercising any rights to confidential or anonymous testing for sexually transmitted diseases, human immunodeficiency virus and pregnancy, and any rights that may be provided by law to compel and disclose the results of testing of sexual assault suspects for  communicable diseases, to be afforded the same access to legal assistance as the accused, to be afforded the same opportunity to have others present during any campus disciplinary proceeding that is allowed the accused, to be notified of the outcome of the sexual assault disciplinary proceeding against the accused, to have any allegation of sexual assault investigated and adjudicated by the appropriate criminal and civil authorities of the jurisdiction in which the sexual assault is reported, to receive full and prompt cooperation and assistance of campus personnel in notifying the proper authorities, to receive full, prompt, and victim-sensitive cooperation of campus personnel with regard to obtaining, securing, and maintaining evidence, including a medical examination when it is necessary to preserve evidence of the assault, to require campus personnel to take reasonable and necessary actions to prevent further unwanted contact of victims by their alleged assailants, to be notified of the options for and provided assistance in changing academic and living situations if such changes are reasonably available. 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that copies of this resolution be sent to: Governor of the State of  New Mexico Bill Richardson, Laura Conniff, Chair of the Board of Regents; Regents Anaya, Manatt, Gallagher, and Ybarra; Donna Alden, Chair of the Faculty Senate; Interim NMSU President William Flores; Vice President of Student Services Galdys De Necochea; The Round Up; ASNMSU advisor Chris Ray; Housing Director Jennifer Hiatt; the NMSU Police Department; La Pinon Sexual Assault Center; Erin McSherry; All members of Administrative Council; Head of counseling John Irving; Health Center Head Laurie McKee; Las Cruces Police Department; NM State Police; and the Dona Ana county Sheriffs. 
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CONCERNING BOARD OF REGENTS

WHEREAS, Governor Richardson has a long history of serving the State of New Mexico; and

WHEREAS, Governor Richardson’s regent appointments are fine choices that will continue the excellence of New Mexico State University; and

WHEREAS, the student seat on the Board of Regents should represent the student interests; and

WHEREAS, Governor Richardson is following a like pattern of control over Board of Regents.  This is documented most notably in his requested resignations of sitting Board members and forcing appointed Board members to sign an undated letter of resignation; and

WHEREAS, these actions as well as past actions by previous governors seriously threaten the ability of the Board of Regents to act independently and objectively in their decisions regarding New Mexico State University; and

WHEREAS, these actions violate New Mexico Statutes, specifically Article XII, Section 13; and

WHEREAS, past governors (Johnson) have wielded too much power in decisions to “replace two regents of the New Mexico Institute of Mining and Technology followed [Johnson’s] construction firm’s failure to win a contract there” (Albuquerque Journal September 26, 1995) and forcing “that the regents submit personal letters of post-dated resignation, as if their word in a court record wouldn’t be enough” (Albuquerque Journal September 28, 1995); and

WHEREAS, the student regent should gain advice from the ASNMSU President before signing such letters restricting his/her power on the Board; and

WHEREAS, this is not a problem with a single governor.  This problem is one throughout New Mexico’s history and needs to be addressed immediately; and

WHEREAS, a similar resolution was passed unanimously by the forty-sixth ASNMSU Senate and no substantive progress was made on the issue; and

WHEREAS, the ASNMSU Senate still affirms independent regents acting without outside pressure.

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED by the Senate of the Associated Students of New Mexico State University that:  the law of New Mexico be upheld, the authority of independent Regents be upheld, that the Student Regent should answer first to the students.  In addition, ASNMSU frowns upon current and past efforts by governors to limit the authority of the Board of Regents and frowns upon past actions to limit the authority of the Board of Regents.  Finally, we request that all members of NMSU’s Board of Regents withdraw their undated letter of resignation.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that copies be sent to Governor Bill Richardson; New Mexico State Legislature; ASNMSU Lobbying Committee, Board of Regents,  KRUX and the Round Up.
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CONCERNING CITY ORDINANCE AGAINST LOUD AND UNRULY GATHERINGS

WHEREAS, the ASNMSU Senate is dedicated to creating an educational environment for students living both on and off campus; and

WHEREAS, the ASNMSU Senate is dedicated to creating an atmosphere serving the needs of both students and the community; and

WHEREAS, the ASNMSU Senate supports the defense of the First Amendment to the U.S. Constitution; and

WHEREAS, on March 1st, 2004, the Las Cruces City Council passed an ordinance which allows punishment of up to $500 or 90-days in jail for “a disturbance of the quiet enjoyment of private or public property by any person or persons of reasonable sensibilities based on the time of day and surroundings of the area”; and

WHEREAS, the ASNMSU Senate finds that this law endangers the rights of NMSU students; and

WHEREAS, the ASNMSU Senate believes this ordinance could unfairly target the NMSU student community; and

WHEREAS, the ASNMSU Senate believes that the ordinance is unreasonably broad and written vaguely; and

WHEREAS, the ASNMSU Senate believes that the ordinance violates the free speech activities of students and members of the community; and

WHERAS, the ASNMSU senate believes that this ordinance violates the principles of probable cause; and

WHEREAS, the ASNMSU Senate fears this ordinance could create a backlash by landlords making them more unwilling to provide housing to college students; and

WHEREAS, the ASNMSU Senate believes that this ordinance threatens the ability of students to participate in campus life, freely associate, and make responsible decisions; and

WHEREAS, the ASNMSU Senate will protect the rights of students.

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED BY THE ASSOCIATED STUDENTS OF NEW MEXICO STATE UNIVERSITY that we stand firmly against the unruly gathering ordinance passed by the city council.  In addition, we request an immediate cessation of enforcement of the law until the issue can be democratically decided in a general election.  We also ask the city council to reconsider such actions when the ordinance is considered in six-months.  

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that copies be sent to all members of the city council, the city manager, Las Cruces Police Department, NMSU Police Department, Board of Regents, President Flores.  
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CONCERNING THE ACCEPTED TECHNOLOGY FEE FOR THE STUDENTS OF NEW MEXICO STATE UNIVERSITY.

WHEREAS, costs of existing technology services provided by Information and Communication Technologies are increasing; and

WHEREAS, there is a popular and well developed desire on behalf of the students to expand services; and

WHEREAS, there has been no increase in ICT operating revenues, except for salaries and benefits, since 1995; and

WHEREAS, ICT is reconciled to cut services, such as lab hours, student employees, and internet access; and

WHEREAS, technology is part of the heart of any institution of higher education; and

WHEREAS, both the University and the student body have a vested interest in maintaining and upgrading technology; and

WHEREAS, many other schools have seen fit to impose a technology fee upon students, some of which number in the hundreds of dollars; and

WHEREAS, the Student Fee Review Board recommended a $20 Technology fee; and

WHEREAS, the Board of Regents approved the fee at $20; and

WHERAS, the fee will increase in $35 for the 2005-06 school year, and the initially proposed fee of  $50 for the 2006-07 school year; and 

WHEREAS, the Technology fee will not increase more than $50 during the 2007-09 school terms; and

WHEREAS, this fee will allow NMSU to maintain its technology position as a Carnegie I research institution, and will allow students unhindered access the information they need for higher education; and 

WHEREAS, denying this fee will harm the educational process and will reduce the amount of student services, such as WebCT, the Student Computer labs, High speed Internet access, Wireless access and others, and jobs offered on this campus.

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED by the Senate of the Associated Students of New Mexico State University, the Technology fee be increases according to the guideline set out in this Resolution in order to support and expand the current services offered to students at New Mexico State University. 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that copies be sent to: : Robert Gallagher, President of the Board of Regents; Regents Steven Anaya, Laura Coniff, James Manatt, and Felicia Ybarra; President William Flores; Donna Alden, Chair of the Faculty Senate; Bill Eamon, ICT Vice Provost Dr. Michael Hites and Erin McSherry, President of ASNMSU.

XLVII-03-04-#15







Passed

CONCERNING AMENDING SECTION 9 GENERAL AND SPECIAL ORDERS OF THE ASNMSU LAWBOOK TO ESTABLISH AN UNAMBIGUOUS, EFFECTIVE AND PROVEN PARLIAMENTARY PROCEDURE FOR THE ASNMSU SENATE.

Whereas the current ASNMSU LAWBOOK section reads;


CHAPTER 9: RULES OF THE SENATE 121


GENERAL ORDERS AND SPECIAL ORDERS


35. Whenever any bill or other matter is made a special order for a particular day and it shall not be 
completed on that day, unless otherwise ordered it shall retain its place on the calendar as a special


order in the order of business in which it was considered.


36. No law shall be passed except by a bill and no bill shall be altered or amended on its passage so as


to change its original purpose as determined by the Rules Committee. The enacting clause of all


bills shall be: "BE IT ENACTED BY THE SENATE OF THE ASSOCIATED STUDENTS OF


NEW MEXICO STATE UNIVERSITY."


37. The subject of every bill shall be clearly expressed in its title and no bill embracing more than one


subject shall be passed except general appropriation bills and bills for the codification, revision or


repeal of the laws. General appropriation bills shall embrace only appropriations for the expense


of the Executive, Legislative and Judiciary departments. All ASNMSU organizations funding


requests shall be construed as Executive department appropriations. All other appropriations shall


be made by separate bills.


38. No law shall be revised or amended by reference to its title only. Each revised or amended


section shall be set out in full and each shall be set in a separate section of the amending act.


39. No standing law or rule shall be revised, amended, or otherwise changed without a three-fifths


(3/5) majority vote of the Senate.


40. If any bill makes an appropriation the fact shall be stated in the title.


41. The bill shall then be printed and a printed copy shall be supplied to each senator. At the time of


this first reading or any time thereafter, each bill shall be referred by the Senate to all standing


committees or the Committee of the Whole.


42. A Senator presenting a paper shall endorse the same if it is a petition, memorial or report to the


Senate, with a brief statement of the subject of its contents, adding that Senator's name; or if it is a


notice of resolution, with that Senator's name; or if it is a report of a committee, a statement of


such report with the name of the committee and the Senator making the same.


43. Petitions, memorials and other papers of similar nature shall lie on the table to be taken up in the


order in which the same were presented unless the Senate shall direct otherwise.


44. When a bill, resolution or memorial shall be reported by a committee, such shall be open to


adoption or rejection by the Senate. Adoption or rejection shall not limit the prerogative of the


Committee of the Whole to debate the bill, resolution or memorial as to substance.


45. Committee reports and committee amendments to a bill, resolution or memorial shall be prepared


in writing, preferably typed and attached to the bill, resolution or memorial on file.


46. Floor amendments shall be prepared for submission in writing. As soon as possible the Chief


Clerk shall have the amendment typed and attached to the bill or other document. The Chief Clerk


shall keep the amendment as submitted for the inspection of the Rules Committee.


47. The question on the final passage of every bill shall by yeas and nays which shall be entered into


the Journal and unless the bill receives the number of votes required by the constitution to pass it,


it shall be declared lost. If on taking the final question on the bill it shall appear that a


constitutional quorum is not present or if the bill requires an extraordinary majority of all the


Senators elected to pass it and it appears that such a number is not present, the bill shall retain its


place on the calendar and be again taken up in its regular order.


48. The vote on a final passage of any bill, memorial or resolution shall not be reconsidered whenever


any such bill be lost, except with the occurrence of three-quarters (3/4) of the total Senate


membership.


49. Immediately after the passage of any bill, memorial, resolution or any substitute for legislation, it


shall be enrolled and engrossed by the Senate Clerk and thereupon shall be signed by the


presiding officer of the Senate and the fact of such signing shall be entered in the Journal.


50. After the committee to which the bill has been referred shall have reported same back to the


Senate or at any time before its approval, it may be recommitted to a committee at the pleasure of


the Senate.


51. Resolutions must pass with a three-quarters (3/4) majority vote of the Senators present and voting,


except for procedural resolutions, which shall require a simple majority vote of the Senators


present and voting.


52. The Clerk of the Senate is not required to prepare legislation presented to that office less than thirty (30) 
hours prior to a regularly scheduled meeting.


53. Upon resolution from the Committee of the Whole, the chair shall entertain a motion to adopt the


entire Committee of the Whole report. Upon approval of the Committee of the Whole report, all


legislation discussed will be entered into second readings.


54. When a question is before the Senate only the following motions shall be received and such


motions shall have precedence in the following order:











             Debatable   
Amenable




a. to adjourn 



No 

No



b. to recess 



No 

Yes



c. to lay on the table 


No 

No



d. questions of privilege 


No 

No



e. to remove from the President's desk 
Yes 

No



f. for the previous question (2/3 vote) 
No 

No



g. to postpone to a certain time 

Yes 

Yes



h. to commit to a standing committee
Yes 

Yes



i. to commit to a select committee 

Yes 

Yes



j. to commit to the C.O.W. 

Yes 

Yes



k. to amend or substitute 


Yes 

Yes



l. to postpone 



Yes 

No



m. to make the next order of business 
No 

No



n. to rise and report progress 

No 

No


55. If the question in debate contains several points, a Senator may have the same divided provided


the division called for embodies a distinct principle or statement of fact.


56. The previous question shall be put in this form: "Shall the main question be not put?" It shall only


be admitted when demanded by a majority of the members present and until it is decided, shall


preclude all amendments and further debate on the main question. On a previous question there


shall be no debate.


57. When a question is postponed indefinitely or laid on the table indefinitely, the question cannot be


reconsidered during the remainder of the session at which the same is thus decided, without the


consent of the majority of all senators.


58. No motion, proposition or any subject different from that under consideration shall be admitted


under the pretext of amendment.


59. A motion or proposition requesting information from any office of the ASNMSU shall be in order


at any time unless otherwise determined by a majority of the Senate and when adopted, the Chief


Clerk shall cause the same to be forwarded immediately to the President of the ASNMSU.


60. On taking the yeas and nays on the question, the names of the members shall be called


alphabetically or reverse alphabetically at the discretion of the Senate Clerk. In the event of a tie


vote, the name of the President shall be called last.


61. An appeal from the decision of the presiding officer of the Senate shall be sustained by a vote of a


majority of the members present.


62. Substitutes may be offered at any time when a bill or resolution is open to amendment and when


adopted, shall take place of the original bill or resolution and shall be open to amendment.

63. Any matter may be made the Special Order for any particular time or day by consent of a majority of the Senators elected.


CLOSING DEBATE


64. When any bill, resolution or motion has been under debate for one-half (1/2) hour, it shall be in


order for any Senator to move to close the debate and the President shall recognize the Senator


who wishes to make such a motion.


65. If at any time during the sessions of the Senate a question shall be raised by any Senator as to the


presence of a quorum, the presiding officer shall forthwith direct the Clerk to call the roll and


shall announce the results. 


QUESTIONS OF ORDER


66. All questions relating to the priority of business shall be decided without debate.


67. When a Senator shall be called to order, that Senator shall take a seat until the President shall have


determined whether that Senator is in order or not, and if decided to be out of order, the Senator


shall not proceed without the permission of the Senate and every question of order shall be


decided by the President subject to an appeal to the Senate by the Senator. No second appeal shall


be determined until the original appeal shall be decided.

68. The rules shall be in force from and after their adoption by the Senate and may be amended or

suspended by a two-thirds (2/3) majority vote of the Senators elected at two consecutive meetings

and when such amendment or suspension is not inconsistent with the constitutional provision.

69. The Senate shall be consulted, when time permits, before the selection of Senators for Special

Appointments. Special appointments shall include but not be limited to appointments to special

committees, conference attendance, and other special appointments as decided on by the Senate.

70. Only persons who are members of the Senate, employees of the Senate or representatives of the

media having official duties directly connected with the business of the Senate shall be admitted

to the floor of the Senate during any session, provided that: a) any person may be admitted with

the consent of the Senate and; b) the public address system is not present or is not in operation.

71. If permission is denied to any member of the ASNMSU community to appear before the Senate,

that person has the right to file a typed statement of 100 words or less with the Chief Clerk who

shall place it in the Journal.

72. The use and control of all electronic and public address equipment installed in the Senate

Chamber shall be under the exclusive control of the President Pro Tempore.

73. The Senate by a majority vote may exclude any representative of the media who abuses their

privilege of admission to the Senate Chamber.

74. The Rules Committee is designated as the committee to which a bill will be referred to determine

whether or not the Senate can, under the Constitution, take action on it. Such referrals shall be

made only upon objection of any member that a bill is not germane, provided the sponsor of the

bill may request, by motion, that the question of referral be determined by the whole Senate.

75. The rules and parliamentary practice as set forth in Robert's Rules of Order shall govern the

Senate in all cases not inconsistent with the constitutional provision.

76. The Drafting Manual as adopted by the Rules Committee and subject to approval of the Senate

shall be the standard authority as to style and format of all legislation. Changes to the Drafting

Manual shall be in the form of a procedural resolution.

77. Any and all members of ASNMSU shall have the opportunity to speak at the regularly scheduled

meetings of the Senate during the order of business known as Open Forum. The members shall be

referred to as speakers, and there shall be no more than ten (10) speakers in each Open Forum.

78. All speakers will limit the content of their speech to no more than two (2) minutes.

79. A speaker may be allotted additional speaking time, not to exceed two (2) minutes, with consent

of the Senate, provided that the total amount of minutes allotted to the speaker are stated in the

wording of the motion to extend a speakers time. Any such motion shall be non debatable.

80. Prior to speaking at a regularly scheduled meeting, speakers must: (a) register by signing the Open

Forum Log, located in the ASNMSU office, no later than 5:00 pm of the day of the regularly

scheduled meeting; (b) read, sign, and abide to the rules and regulations followed by the Senate

concerning the public address system; (c) be present with a NMSU ID with current sticker, and

accounted for fifteen 15 minutes prior to the scheduled starting time of the regularly scheduled

meeting. Speakers must also be present with their student ID and accounted for during a recess or

any other significant interruption of the Senate's order of business.


a. A speaker in Open Forum will not be required to answer questions from the Senate.


However, the speaker may answer questions from the Senate at the conclusion of his or


her speaking time if he/she desires to do so and declares that willingness to the Senate at


the conclusion of said speaking time.

81. Failure to comply with Rule 79, provisions (a), (b), and (c), will result in being scratched from the

open forum speaker's list, therefore forfeiting the opportunity to speak until the next regularly

scheduled meeting, with all provisions applying.

82. Failure to comply with Rule 79, provision (b) will result in forfeiture of any further opportunities

to speak at an Open Forum while a student at NMSU.

83. A "Kill Switch", a switch rendering the Open Forum microphone powerless, shall be used and

operated by the Sergeant-at -Arms to comply with FCC Regulations and to enforce Rule 79,

provision (b).

84. Any speaker not present and accounted for at the commencement of the orders of business, as

stated in Rule 79, provision (c), will forfeit their right to speak until the next regularly scheduled

meeting, with all provisions applying.


85. The speaking order followed will be on a first come, first served basis. Speaker's whose


opportunity to speak were forfeited must re-register in the Open Forum Log.


86. No speaker substitutions will be allowed under any circumstances.


87. Prior to addressing the Senate, the speaker must be recognized by the chair and asked to approach.


88. The Senate Agenda cannot be amended to move the Open Forum from its assigned position which


precedes the agenda items designated as First Readings, Second Readings, and Final Readings.

WHEREAS Section 9 General Orders and Special Orders of the current ASNMSU LAWBOOK is a product of many legislative sessions and not based on one accepted system, it is confusing and contradictory.  This amendment will default the rules of the senate to the accepted way of conducting parliamentary procedure, Robert’s Rules of Order, and will also codify the special orders that are necessary for the ASNMSU Senate to properly and effectively function as the Legislative Body for ASNMSU;

WHEREAS the Special Orders Section will allow future congregations the ability to insert rules necessary for Senate functions that may differ from traditional parliamentary procedure and;

WHEREAS the following is proposed as an amendment;


Amend section 9 of the ASNMSU LAWBOOK with the following amendment and 
renumber all subsequent sections accordingly.


CHAPTER 9: RULES OF THE SENATE 121


GENERAL ORDERS

The Senate will hear all bills, resolutions and memorials according to Robert’s Rules of Order, 10th edition, unless otherwise specified for in special orders of the senate.


SPECIAL ORDERS


36. Whenever any bill or other matter is made a special order for a particular day and it shall not be 
completed on that day, unless otherwise ordered it shall retain its place on the calendar as a special


order in the order of business in which it was considered.


37. No law shall be passed except by a bill and no bill shall be altered or amended on its passage so as


to change its original purpose as determined by the Rules Committee. The enacting clause of all


bills shall be: "BE IT ENACTED BY THE SENATE OF THE ASSOCIATED STUDENTS OF


NEW MEXICO STATE UNIVERSITY."


38. The subject of every bill shall be clearly expressed in its title and no bill embracing more than one


subject shall be passed except general appropriation bills and bills for the codification, revision or


repeal of the laws. General appropriation bills shall embrace only appropriations for the expense


of the Executive, Legislative and Judiciary departments. All ASNMSU organizations funding


requests shall be construed as Executive department appropriations. All other appropriations shall


be made by separate bills.


39. No law shall be revised or amended by reference to its title only. Each revised or amended


section shall be set out in full and each shall be set in a separate section of the amending act.


40. If any bill makes an appropriation the fact shall be stated in the title.


41. The bill shall then be printed and a printed copy shall be supplied to each senator. At the time of


this first reading or any time thereafter, each bill shall be referred by the Senate to all standing


committees or the Committee of the Whole.


42. A Senator presenting a paper shall endorse the same if it is a petition, memorial or report to the


Senate, with a brief statement of the subject of its contents, adding that Senator's name; or if it is a


notice of resolution, with that Senator's name; or if it is a report of a committee, a statement of


such report with the name of the committee and the Senator making the same.


43. Petitions, memorials and other papers of similar nature shall lie on the table to be taken up in the


order in which the same were presented unless the Senate shall direct otherwise.


44. When a bill, resolution or memorial shall be reported by a committee, such shall be open to


adoption or rejection by the Senate. Adoption or rejection shall not limit the prerogative of the


Committee of the Whole to debate the bill, resolution or memorial as to substance.


45. Committee reports and committee amendments to a bill, resolution or memorial shall be prepared


in writing, preferably typed and attached to the bill, resolution or memorial on file.


46. The question on the final passage of every bill shall by yeas and nays which shall be entered into


the Journal and unless the bill receives the number of votes required by the constitution to pass it,


it shall be declared lost. If on taking the final question on the bill it shall appear that a


constitutional quorum is not present or if the bill requires an extraordinary majority of all the


Senators elected to pass it and it appears that such a number is not present, the bill shall retain its


place on the calendar and be again taken up in its regular order.


47. Immediately after the passage of any bill, memorial, resolution or any substitute for legislation, it


shall be enrolled and engrossed by the Senate Clerk and thereupon shall be signed by the


presiding officer of the Senate and the fact of such signing shall be entered in the Journal.


48. Resolutions must pass with a three-quarters (3/4) majority vote of the Senators present and voting,


except for procedural resolutions, which shall require a simple majority vote of the Senators


present and voting.


49. The Clerk of the Senate is not required to prepare legislation presented to that office less than thirty (30) 
hours prior to a regularly scheduled meeting.


50. Upon resolution from the Committee of the Whole, the chair shall entertain a motion to adopt the


entire Committee of the Whole report. Upon approval of the Committee of the Whole report, all


legislation discussed will be entered into second readings.


51. A motion or proposition requesting information from any office of the ASNMSU shall be in order


at any time unless otherwise determined by a majority of the Senate and when adopted, the Chief


Clerk shall cause the same to be forwarded immediately to the President of the ASNMSU.


52. On taking the yeas and nays on the question, the names of the members shall be called


alphabetically or reverse alphabetically at the discretion of the Senate Clerk. In the event of a tie


vote, the name of the President shall be called last.


53. Substitutes may be offered at any time when a bill or resolution is open to amendment and when


adopted, shall take place of the original bill or resolution and shall be open to amendment.

54. Any matter may be made the Special Order for any particular time or day by consent of a majority of the Senators elected.


CLOSING DEBATE


55. When any bill, resolution or motion has been under debate for one-half (1/2) hour, it shall be in


order for any Senator to move the previous question.


56. If at any time during the sessions of the Senate a question shall be raised by any Senator as to the


presence of a quorum, the presiding officer shall forthwith direct the Clerk to call the roll and


shall announce the results. 


QUESTIONS OF ORDER

57. The rules of the Senate shall be in force from and after their adoption by the Senate and may be amended or suspended by a two-thirds (2/3) majority vote of the Senators elected at two consecutive meetings and when such amendment or suspension is not inconsistent with the constitutional provision.

58. Only persons who are members of the Senate, employees of the Senate or representatives of the

media having official duties directly connected with the business of the Senate shall be admitted

to the floor of the Senate during any session, provided that: a) any person may be admitted with

the consent of the Senate and; b) the public address system is not present or is not in operation.

59. If permission is denied to any member of the ASNMSU community to appear before the Senate,

that person has the right to file a typed statement of 100 words or less with the Chief Clerk who

shall place it in the Journal.

60. The use and control of all electronic and public address equipment installed in the Senate

Chamber shall be under the exclusive control of the President Pro Tempore.

61. The Senate by a majority vote may exclude any representative of the media who abuses their

privilege of admission to the Senate Chamber.

62. The Rules Committee is designated as the committee to which a bill will be referred to determine

whether or not the Senate can, under the Constitution, take action on it. Such referrals shall be

made only upon objection of any member that a bill is not germane, provided the sponsor of the

bill may request, by motion, that the question of referral be determined by the whole Senate.

63. The Drafting Manual as adopted by the Rules Committee and subject to approval of the Senate

shall be the standard authority as to style and format of all legislation. Changes to the Drafting

Manual shall be in the form of a procedural resolution.

OPEN FORUM

64. Any and all members of ASNMSU shall have the opportunity to speak at the regularly scheduled

meetings of the Senate during the order of business known as Open Forum. The members shall be

referred to as speakers, and there shall be no more than ten (10) speakers in each Open Forum.

65. All speakers will limit the content of their speech to no more than five (5) minutes.

66. A speaker may be allotted additional speaking time, in five (5) minute increments with the consent of the Senate.  Each Senator may only move to increase the speaking time once per speaker.  The motion to allot speakers more time will be non debatable, and require a majority vote.  

67. Prior to speaking at a regularly scheduled meeting, speakers must: (a) register by signing the Open

Forum Log, located in the ASNMSU office, no later than 5:00 pm of the day of the regularly

scheduled meeting; (b) read, sign, and abide to the rules and regulations followed by the Senate

concerning the public address system; (c) be present with a NMSU ID with current sticker, and

accounted for fifteen 15 minutes prior to the scheduled starting time of the regularly scheduled

meeting. Speakers must also be present with their student ID and accounted for during a recess or

any other significant interruption of the Senate's order of business.


a. A speaker in Open Forum will not be required to answer questions from the Senate.


However, the speaker may answer questions from the Senate at the conclusion of his or


her speaking time if he/she desires to do so and declares that willingness to the Senate at


the conclusion of said speaking time.

68. Failure to comply with Rule 67, provisions (a), (b), and (c), will result in being scratched from the

open forum speaker's list, therefore forfeiting the opportunity to speak until the next regularly

scheduled meeting, with all provisions applying.

69. Failure to comply with Rule 67, provision (b) will result in forfeiture of any further opportunities

to speak at an Open Forum while a student at NMSU.

70. A "Kill Switch", a switch rendering the Open Forum microphone powerless, shall be used and

operated by the Sergeant-at -Arms to comply with FCC Regulations and to enforce Rule 79,

provision (b).

71. Any speaker not present and accounted for at the commencement of the orders of business, as

stated in Rule 67, provision (c), will forfeit their right to speak until the next regularly scheduled

meeting, with all provisions applying.


72. The speaking order followed will be on a first come, first served basis. Speaker's whose


opportunity to speak were forfeited must re-register in the Open Forum Log.


73. No speaker substitutions will be allowed under any circumstances.


74. Prior to addressing the Senate, the speaker must be recognized by the chair and asked to approach.


75. The Senate Agenda cannot be amended to move the Open Forum from its assigned position which


precedes the agenda items designated as First Readings, Second Readings, and Final Readings.

WHEREAS these amendments take into consideration previous amendments which allotted five minutes to open forum speakers instead of two minutes.

THRERFORE BE IT RESOLVED by the Senate of the Associated Students of New Mexico State University that the following amendment be supported, adopted, and implemented by the LAWBOOK Committee.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that copies are sent to the members and chair of the LAWBOOK committee.

XLVII-03-04-#16








Passed

CONCERNING AMENDING SECTION 9 ORDERS OF BUSINESS IN THE 2003-2004 ASNMSU LAWBOOK

WHEREAS, currently there is no space provided in the Rules of the Senate for communication channels between the executive and legislative branch; and

WHEREAS, communication between ASNMSU branches is an important component of the function of the ASNMSU; and

WHEREAS, providing for a specific time for communication will aid accountability and responsiveness within the entire ASNMSU; and

WHEREAS, the ASNMSU Senate finds communication between the branches is a priority for the continuing success of the organization.

WHEREAS, Rule Number 2 of Section 9 currently reads:

ORDER OF BUSINESS

2. If the President and a quorum are present, the order of business shall be as follows:

A. Roll call;

B. Reading and approval of the Journal;

C. Petitions and remonstrations;

D. Reports of standing committees;

E. Motions to adopt committee reports;

F. College council reports;

G. Reports from senate appointments on special committees;

H. Business on the President's desk;

I. Open forum;

J. First readings;

K. Second readings;

1. Legislation with guests in attendance;

2. Remaining legislation;

L. Final readings;

M. Unfinished business;

N. Adjourn.

[Messages from the ASNMSU President and the Faculty Senate, communications and reports from the

University Administration, reports concerning enrolling and engrossing or revision of the Journal, motions to resolve into the Committee of the Whole, and motions to rise and report progress shall be received at any time.]

Each individual piece of legislation will proceed directly from second readings to final reading before

other legislation will be considered.

[The Rules Committee may sit at any time for the purpose of consideration on rule changes or executive

communications. Consideration of such reports shall always be in order. Debate on their adoption shall

not exceed thirty (30) minutes, fifteen (15) minutes for, and fifteen (15) minutes against; and no other

motion shall be in order until the vote of the Senate is had thereon.]

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED by the Senate of the Associated Students of New Mexico State University that Rule Number 2 of Section 9 shall read:

2. If the President and a quorum are present, the order of business shall be as follows:

Roll call;

Reading and approval of the Journal;

Petitions and remonstrations;

Voluntary reports from executive offices;

Reports of standing committees;

Motions to adopt committee reports;

College council reports;

Reports from senate appointments on special committees;

Business on the President’s desk’

Open forum;

First readings;

Second readings;

Legislation with guest in attendance;

Remaining legislation

M.   Final Readings;

N.   Unfinished business;

O.   Announcements;

Adjourn.

Motions to resolve into the Committee of the Whole shall be received at any time.

Messages from the ASNMSU President, the Faculty Senate, the University Administration shall only be received in Petitions and remonstrations.

Each individual piece of legislation will proceed directly from the second readings to final readings before other legislation will be considered.

The Rules Committee may sit at any time for the purpose of consideration on rule changes or executive communications.  Debate on their adoption shall not exceed thirty (30) minutes.  Time allocation shall be determined by the chair of Rules Committee.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED by the Senate of the Associated Students of New Mexico State University that copies be sent to President Erin McSherry, Attorney General Jeremiah Johnson, and all members of the ASNMSU Executive staff.

XLVII-02-03-#17







Passed

CONCERNING AMENDING THE ASNMSU CONSTITUTION

WHEREAS, the current ASNMSU Constitution specifies gender at five (5)  specific instances; and

WHEREAS, the changes to the ASNMSU Constitution shall be notated with underlines; and

WHEREAS, currently section 1-4 of the ASNMSU Constitution reads (with amended sections in brackets):

1-4. EXECUTIVE

1-4-1. EXECUTIVE POWER AND ELECTION

The executive power shall be vested in a President of the ASNMSU who shall effect the execution of all laws and policies of the ASNMSU not specifically required of the other branches. A President and a Vice President shall be elected by a majority vote of those ASNMSU members casting ballots in an election to be conducted for that purpose during the spring semester of each academic year. No person shall be a candidate for executive office who has not been a member of the ASNMSU for the spring and fall semester of the academic year prior to candidacy.  No person suffering academic or disciplinary probation or who is not a member of the ASNMSU shall hold an executive office. Each elected executive officer shall serve a term of one year commencing at the last regular Senate meeting of the spring semester and terminating with the installation of the successor.

1-4-2. ORDER OF SUCCESSION

In such event the President shall resign from [his] office, shall be removed from [his] office or in some other manner be rendered unable to fulfill the duties and discharge the powers of office, all powers, authorities, responsibilities and duties of the office of the President shall devolve upon the Vice President. In the event that such disability be removed, all powers, authorities, responsibilities and duties of the office of President shall revert to the President upon [his declaration] of fitness to serve. The Senate may by law provide for the order of devolution of executive responsibility in the event that both the President and Vice-President suffer disability or in some manner become incapacitated.

1-4-3. INFORMATION TO BE PROVIDED THE SENATE

The President shall from time to time give to the Senate information of the state of the ASNMSU and recommend to their consideration such measures as [he shall judge] necessary and expedient.

1-4-4. APPOINTIVE POWERS

The President shall nominate and with the consent of the Senate, shall appoint members of the ASNMSU to fill executive offices which may be established by law. The Senate may by law invest the President with the power to make specified appointments at [his sole discretion]. The President shall have the authority to appoint such executive assistants as deemed necessary.

WHEREAS, it is proposed that Section 1-4-2 of the ASNMSU Constitution shall be amended to read:

1-4-2. ORDER OF SUCCESSION

In such event the President shall resign from the office, shall be removed from the office or in some other manner be rendered unable to fulfill the duties and discharge the powers of office, all powers, authorities, responsibilities and duties of the office of the President shall devolve upon the Vice President. In the event that such disability be removed, all powers, authorities, responsibilities and duties of the office of President shall revert to the President upon self-declaration of fitness to serve. The Senate may by law provide for the order of devolution of executive responsibility in the event that both the President and Vice-President suffer disability or in some manner become incapacitated.”; and

WHEREAS, it is proposed that Section 1-4-3 of the ASNMSU Constitution shall be amended to read:

“1-4-3. INFORMATION TO BE PROVIDED THE SENATE

The President shall from time to time give to the Senate information of the state of the ASNMSU and recommend to their consideration such measures as shall be judged necessary and expedient.”; and

WHEREAS, it is proposed that Section 1-4-4 of the ASNMSU Constitution shall be amended to read:

“1-4-4. APPOINTIVE POWERS
The President shall nominate and with the consent of the Senate, shall appoint members of the ASNMSU to fill executive offices which may be established by law. The Senate may by law invest the President with the power to make specified appointments at the sole discretion of the office of President. The President shall have the authority to appoint such executive assistants as deemed necessary.”; and

WHEREAS, the ASNMSU is firmly behind removal of these gender notations and in favor of making the content of the ASNMSU Constitution gender-neutral.

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED by the Senate of the Associated Students of New Mexico State University that the following amendments be made to the ASNMSU Constitution.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that a referendum be called in the next available election to allow students to decide the proposed amendments.  The question shall be framed to read: “The ASNMSU Constitution shall be changed to remove specific references of “he” or “his” and replace them with no specific reference to gender.”  Students will have the option of voting in favor or against this statement and if the majority votes in favor the above changes shall be made to the ASNMSU Constitution.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that a copy be sent to the NMSU President’s office and that we request a signed copy of the Resolution be returned signifying approval of the changes.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that copies be sent to Provost Flores, President Martin, Board of Regents, Chief Elections Officer Keener, ASNMSU President McSherry, Round Up and Krux.
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Passed
CONCERNING THE APPOINTMENT OF PRESIDENT MICHAEL V. MARTIN

WHEREAS, Michael V. Martin was selected as the next President of New Mexico State University on March 22, 2004; and

WHEREAS, Michael V. Martin has a long and decorated service in higher education; and

WHEREAS, an active working relationship between the President and the ASNMSU is in the interest of everyone; and

WHEREAS, the ASNMSU Senate welcomes Michael V. Martin and his family to New Mexico State University for hopefully a long and productive tenure as President; and

WHEREAS, we encourage Michael V. Martin to maintain contact and communication with the ASNMSU Senate and Executive branches as often as he wills.

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED by the Senate of the Associated Students of New Mexico State University that we officially recognize and welcome Michael V. Martin to New Mexico State University.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that copies be sent to the Board of Regents, Michael V. Martin, ASNMSU President McSherry, Round Up and Krux.
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Passed
CONCERNING THE LACK OF LIGHTING ON THE NEW MEXICO STATE UNIVERSITY CAMPUS.

WHEREAS, there are 180 women who live or visit the Chi Omega, Zeta Tau Alpha, and the Delta Zeta house; and,

WHEREAS, all of these women park in their designated parking lots; and,

WHEREAS, the Chi Omega, Zeta Tau Alpha, and Delta Zeta house parking lot’s are along University, the main traffic street; and,

WHEREAS, the lighting on the south end of the Chi Omega house, the south end of the Zeta Tau Alpha house, and the west side of  the Delta Zeta house lack lighting; and,

WHEREAS, there have been numerous vehicles broken into; and,

WHEREAS, there have been questionable individuals wandering around these sorority houses; and,

WHEREAS, the safety of these students and the security of their vehicles are being jeopardized by the lack of lighting; and,

WHEREAS, lighting must be inserted in the designated areas to prevent future break-ins, questionable individuals wondering around these areas, and to prevent prone attacks on individuals;

WHEREAS, a similar resolution was passed by the ASNMSU Senate in 2003, and yet nothing has been done to solve this problem.

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED by the Senate of the Associated Students of New Mexico State University that lighting be placed on the south end of the Chi Omega house, the south end of the Zeta Tau Alpha house, and the west side of the Delta Zeta house.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that copies be sent to Michael Martin, Dr. Bill Flores, Interim President of New Mexico State University, Erin McSherry, ASNMSU President, The Board of Regents of NMSU, the Faculty Senate, Lou Cabot Chief of Police, Student Fee Review Board, David Hotz Greek Advisor, Chi Omega, Zeta Tau Alpha, Delta Zeta, and the Round Up.
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Passed

CONCERNING OPEN MEETINGS 

WHEREAS, the ASNMSU Senate believes in the necessity of open dialogue and open discussion to democratic decision-making; and

WHEREAS, closed meetings are utilized at New Mexico State University on issues of vital importance to the student body (Student Fee Review Board, Presidential Search Committee, etc.); and

WHEREAS, the ASNMSU Senate supports the New Mexico Open Meetings Act, which reads:

“10-15-1. Formation of Public Policy. 

A. In recognition of the fact that a representative government is dependent upon an informed electorate, it is declared to be public policy of this state that all persons are entitled to the greatest possible information regarding the affairs of government and the official acts of those officers and employees who represent them. The formation of public policy or the conduct of business by vote shall not be conducted in closed meetings. All meetings of any public body except the legislature and the courts shall be public meetings, and all persons desiring shall be permitted to attend and listen to the deliberations and proceedings. Reasonable efforts shall be made to accommodate the use of audio and video recording devices. 

B. All meetings of a quorum of members of any board, commission, administrative adjudicatory body or other policymaking body of any state agency, any agency or authority of any county, municipality, district or any political subdivision, held for the purpose of formulating public policy, including the development of personnel policy, rules, regulations or ordinances, discussing public business or for the purpose of taking any action within the authority of or the delegated authority of any board, commission or other policymaking body are declared to be public meetings open to the public at all times, except as otherwise provided in the constitution of New Mexico or the Open Meetings Act. No public meeting once convened that is otherwise required to be open pursuant to the Open Meetings Act shall be closed or dissolved into small groups or committees for the purpose of permitting the closing of the meeting. 

C. If otherwise allowed by law or rule of the public body, a member of a public body may participate in a meeting of the public body by means of a conference telephone or other similar communications equipment when it is otherwise difficult or impossible for the member to attend the meeting in person, provided that each member participating by conference telephone can be identified when speaking, all participants are able to hear each other at the same time and members of the public attending the meeting are able to hear any member of the public body who speaks during the meeting. 

D. Any meetings at which the discussion or adoption of any proposed resolution, rule, regulation or formal action occurs and at which a majority or quorum of the body is in attendance, and any closed meetings, shall be held only after reasonable notice to the public. The affected body shall determine at least annually in a public meeting what notice for a public meeting is reasonable when applied to that body. That notice shall include broadcast stations licensed by the federal communications commission and newspapers of general circulation that have provided a written request for such notice. 

E. A public body may recess and reconvene a meeting to a day subsequent to that stated in the meeting notice if, prior to recessing, the public body specifies the date, time and place for continuation of the meeting, and, immediately following the recessed meeting, posts notice of the date, time and place for the reconvened meeting on or near the door of the place where the original meeting was held and in at least one other location appropriate to provide public notice of the continuation of the meeting. Only matters appearing on the agenda of the original meeting may be discussed at the reconvened meeting. 

F. Meeting notices shall include an agenda containing a list of specific items of business to be discussed or transacted at the meeting or information on how the public may obtain a copy of such an agenda. Except in the case of an emergency, the agenda shall be available to the public at least twenty-four hours prior to the meeting. Except for emergency matters, a public body shall take action only on items appearing on the agenda. For purposes of this subsection, an “emergency” refers to unforeseen circumstances that, if not addressed immediately by the public body, will likely result in injury or damage to persons or property or substantial financial loss to the public body. 

G. The board, commission or other policymaking body shall keep written minutes of all its meetings. The minutes shall include at a minimum the date, time and place of the meeting, the names of members in attendance and those absent, the substance of the proposals considered and a record of any decisions and votes taken that show how each member voted. All minutes are open to public inspection. Draft minutes shall be prepared within ten working days after the meeting and shall be approved, amended or disapproved at the next meeting where a quorum is present. Minutes shall not become official until approved by the policy-making body. 

H. The provisions of Subsections A, B and G of this section do not apply to; 

(1) meetings pertaining to issuance, suspension, renewal or revocation of a license except that a hearing at which evidence is offered or rebuffed shall be open. All final actions on the issuance, suspension, renewal or revocation of a license shall be taken at an open meeting 

(2) limited personnel matters; provided that for purposes of the Open Meetings Act, “limited personnel matters” means the discussion of hiring, promotion, demotion, dismissal, assignment or resignation of or the investigation or consideration of complaints or charges against any individual public employee; provided further that this subsection is not to be construed as to exempt final actions on personnel from being taken at open public meetings; nor does it preclude an aggrieved public employee from demanding a public hearing. Judicial candidates interviewed by any commission shall have the right to demand an open interview; 

(3) deliberations by a public body in connection with an administrative adjudicatory proceeding. For purposes of this paragraph, an “administrative adjudicatory proceeding” means a proceeding brought by or against a person before a public body in which individual legal rights, duties or privileges are required by law to be determined by the public body after an opportunity for a trial-type hearing. Except as otherwise provided in this section, the actual administrative adjudicatory proceeding at which evidence is offered or rebutted and any final action taken as a result of the proceeding shall occur in an open meeting; 

(4) the discussion of personally identifiable information about any individual student, unless the student, his parent or guardian requests otherwise; 

(5) meetings for the discussion of bargaining strategy preliminary to collective bargaining negotiations between the policy-making body and a bargaining unit representing the employees of that policymaking body and collective bargaining sessions at which the policymaking body and the representatives of the collective bargaining unit are present; 

(6) that portion of meetings at which a decision concerning purchases in an amount exceeding two thousand five hundred dollars ($2,500) that can be made only from one source and that portion of meetings at which the contents of competitive scaled proposals solicited pursuant to the Procurement Code are discussed during the contract negotiation process. The actual approval of purchase of the item or final action regarding the selection of a contractor shall be made in an open meeting; 

(7) meetings subject to the attorney-client privilege pertaining to threatened or pending litigation in which the public body is or may become a participant; 

 (8) meetings for the discussion of the purchase, acquisition or disposal of real property or water rights by the public body; 

(9) those portions of meetings of committees or boards of public hospitals where strategic and long-range business plans or trade secrets are discussed; and 

(10) that portion of a meeting of the gaming control board dealing with information made confidential pursuant to the provisions of the Gaming Control Act.

I. If any meeting is closed pursuant to the exclusions contained in Subsection H of this section, the closure: 

(1) if made in an open meeting, shall be approved by a majority vote of a quorum of the policymaking body; the authority for the closure and the subject to be discussed shall be stated with reasonable specificity in the motion calling for the vote on a closed meeting; the vote shall be taken in an open meeting; and the vote of each individual member shall be recorded in the minutes. Only those subjects announced or voted upon prior to closure by the policymaking body may be discussed in a closed meeting; and 

(2) if called for when the policymaking body is not in an open meeting, shall not be held until public notice, appropriate under the circumstances, stating the specific provision of the law authorizing the closed meeting and stating with reasonable specificity the subject to be discussed, is given to the members and to the general public.

J. Following completion of any closed meeting, the minutes of the open meeting that was closed, or the minutes of the next open meeting if the closed meeting was separately scheduled, shall state that the matters discussed in the closed meeting were limited only to those specified in the motion for closure or in the notice of the separate dosed meeting. This statement shall be approved by the public body under Subsection G of this section as part of the minutes.

10-15-1.1. Short Title. 

NMSA 1978, Chapter 10, Article 15 may be cited as the ‘Open Meetings Act;’” and

WHEREAS, the ASNMSU Senate notes that questionable practices have been conducted at NMSU relating to 10-15-1-A, 10-15-1-B, 10-15-1-H; and

WHEREAS, the ASNMSU Senate finds that the Board of Regents, held closed meetings on Friday, March 19th and Monday, March 22nd regarding final discussion of appointment of ASNMSU President; and

WHEREAS, Section 10-15-1-H-2 of the New Mexico Open Meetings Act allows closed personnel meetings so long as it is not a meeting of final action; and

WHEREAS, the ASNMSU Senate wants the New Mexico Open Meetings Act followed exactly; and

WHEREAS, the ASNMSU Senate considers the Student Fee Review Board an important and vital outlet for student input on campus issues; and

WHEREAS, the ASNMSU Senate considers this body an entity contributing to and deliberating on public policy issues; and

WHEREAS, the ASNMSU Senate feels that the Student Fee Review Board meets the criteria of “discussing public business or for the purpose of taking any action within the authority of or the delegated authority of any board, commission or other policymaking body are declared to be public meetings open to the public at all times, except as otherwise provided in the constitution of New Mexico or the Open Meetings Act”; and

WHEREAS, the ASNMSU Senate finds no exemptions found in the Open Meetings Act allowing the Student Fee Review Board to hold closed meetings; and
WHEREAS, the ASNMSU Senate believes that closed meetings severely undermine democratic procedures of accountability and open dialogue; and

WHEREAS, the ASNMSU Senate sees no benefits in preventing democratic dialogue by conducting closed meetings; and

WHEREAS, the ASNMSU Senate wants closed meetings to be used rarely and with particular care in ensuring the ability for democratic discussion; and 

WHEREAS, the ASNMSU Senate condemns closed meetings as undemocratic, unaccountable, and unjustified.

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED by the Senate of the Associated Students of New Mexico State University that we unequivocally condemn the use of closed meetings at New Mexico State University.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that we request all minutes from closed meetings relating to the final action of the Presidential Search Committee and the Student Fee Review Board be immediately made public.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that we request an investigation into the procedures of the Student Fee Review Board and the Presidential Search Committee by the State Attorney General of New Mexico.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that copies of this resolution be sent to: Patricia Madrid, New Mexico Attorney General, Laura Conniff, Chair of the Board of Regents, Regents Anaya, Manatt, Gallagher, and Ybarra, President Martin, Provost Flores, Donna Alden, Chair of the Faculty Senate, the Round Up, Krux, the Las Cruces Sun-News, ASNMSU President Erin McSherry.
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CONCERNING CHARGES BY ICT FOR ELECTIONS AND HOMECOMING.

WHEREAS, ICT and the ASNMSU Senate endeavor to work together to bring the students of NMSU the best possible computing services available; and

WHEREAS, historically ASNMSU has had many problems with their election process including, high overall cost, fraud and untimely results; and 

WHEREAS, ICT has run ASNMSU elections in a much more timely, cost effective and secure manner; and 

WHEREAS, ICT currently charges ASNMSU $1500.00 to conduct the spring and fall elections and homecoming; and

WHEREAS, ICT currently charges ASNMSU $150.00 per referendum during elections; and

WHEREAS, ICT receives a technological fee imbedded in student fees that is supported by the ASNMSU Senate; and

WHEREAS, ICT is encouraged to use funding from the technological fee to cover ASNMSU elections, referendums and homecoming; and

WHEREAS, ICT is encouraged to waive the cost of the current 2003-2004 elections.

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED by the Senate of the Associated Students of New Mexico State University that ICT will no longer charge ASNMSU directly for elections and homecoming.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that copies be sent to: CIO Michael Hites, ICT; Erin McSherry ASNMSU President; and The Roundup.
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CONCERNING RULES OF THE SENATE.

WHEREAS, Section 9 Senate rule 17 states: The author of a bill, motion or resolution shall have the privilege of closing debate; and

WHEREAS, the word privilege seems to suggest that the ability of an author to close debate can be taken away; and

WHEREAS, under Robert’s Rules of Order, this privilege is taken away by the passage of previous question, and other motions limiting debate; and

 WHEREAS, an author should be allowed to close discussion on his or her own legislation; and

WHEREAS, Section 9, Rule 17 should now read: The author of a bill, motion or resolution shall have the privilege of closing debate.  [Upon the passage of any motion limiting or ending debate the author’s closing debate will be limited to ten (10) minutes prior to the immediate vote prescribed by the previous question.]  

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED by the Senate of the Associated Students of New Mexico State University that the following changes are made in the 2003-2004 lawbook taking effect immediately.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that copies be sent to: Erin McSherry ASNMSU President; and The Roundup.

 
XLVII-02-03-#23








Failed

                                                                     CHAPTER 14:   SENATE RESOLUTIONS
240
265
          CHAPTER 14: SENATE RESOLUTIONS







